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His character, also, is mistaken. He is not exactly of criminal disposition, though certainly indifferent between virtue and vice ; he would rather do right than do wrong, and would not, I believe, perpetrate a great crime. The story of poisoning, and the like, cannot be true. Many similar publications have lately fallen into my hands, and the French Revolutionists are painted in them as black as the devil.. Unquestionably there has been more of crime acted* within the last ten years on the French theatre than is usually to be found in the records of history; and as unquestionably the systems reared on such abominable foundations must soon crumble into ruin. Such is the unalterable law of God, attested by the undeviating experience of past ages, but it will not be by hands perfectly pure that the present powers will be overthrown, or new ones raised* Crime begets crime, and one abomination                  "
succeeds to another, until mankind are driven  back towards innocence by the sore experience of guilt.    From                  I the banks of the Elbe, now alive with navigation, you will                     I look calmly at the storm of nations/'                                                          I Again on March igth he wrote to Mr. Parish: "We                    | have not sufficient information to decide on the actual or                    | probable state of things in Europe, but it would seem that                    ^ the power of Austria lies prostrate at the foot of France.                    ; If this be so, Napoleon will consult merely his own interest.    To make up a judgment of this sort, more talent and more intelligence are required than I pretend to possess ;                   \ of course, my best  calculations are  but guess-work.    I                   |; guess, however, that the territory of Venice, and perhaps                   : the Tyrolese, will be taken from Austria, together with everything which belongs to it in Suabia.    I guess that                   f Poland will be again formed into a kingdom, and perhaps Prussia may be compensated by Hanover for the loss of territory elsewhere.    Perhaps Silesia may be restored to
r,e Bourbon family, who alone can reinstate calm and happiness. But it is of the utmost Importance that, at the moment when the French return to their old feelings, their King shall be in a position to help his friends with a considerable force. To that effect, having accumulated, through wise economy, enough money to bring forward a corps of Swiss troops, and having prepared a powerful diversion on the Spanish frontier, the blow can be struck before there is any interference from the great powers; and, matters once settled, they will send ambassadors to His Majesty to manifest a satisfaction they certainly will not feel.
